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NOTES AND COMMENT 

Entering upon a course of study in the history of Catholicism in the United 
States, the student soon finds himself confined to a very small number of books. 
Of general histories of the Church in this country, there is but one which pretends 
to offer a complete narrative; of special histories, either limited by time, place or 
idea, very few do more than repeat the work of John Gilmary Shea. No his- 
toriography of American Catholic history has been written for the guidance of 
the student, if we except the article in the Louvain Revue d'Histoire Ecclisias- 
tique (Vol. i, 1900) — L'Histoire de I'Eglise Catholique aux Stats-Unis, by the 
present Rector of the Catholic University, the Right Reverend Thomas J. 
Shahan, D.D. Bishop Shahan has classified the writings in American Church 
History under the following heads: Relations with the Holy See; Coneiliar Legis- 
lation; History of the Missions; State of the Clergy; Catholic Press; Catholic 
Historical Societies; Archival Depots. "Rien ne nous manque," he says at the 
end of his essay, "tant qu'une bibliographic generate de notre histoire ecclesias- 
tique." 



Bishop O'Gorman has given us a tentative bibliography of American Church 
history in his History of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States (New York 
4th edition, 1907) ; but the surprising part of Shea's classic production in four 
volumes — the title is identical to that of Bishop O'Gorman's volume — is that the 
historian of the Church in the United States failed to profit by his cooperation 
with Justin Winsor, to whose Narrative and Critical History of America he had 
contributed. Shea's genius lived too much with the past for him to see in 
vision the student of a later day laboriously scanning his pages for references 
to the source-material he used. 



The Preface to his first volume which carries the story of Catholicismfrom the 
days of Columbus down to the end of the French and Indian War (1492-1763), 
describes the projects for such a general history which had been outlined up to his 
day. The earliest of these is that of Bishop Brute, of the Diocese of 
Vincennes (now Indianapolis), a work to be called Catholic America, 
which was "to give an outline of the history of the Church in South 
America, Mexico, Central America and Canada, before taking up the 
annals of religion in the Thirteen Colonies and under the Republic. 
The sketch would have been necessarily very brief, and from the heads 
of chapters, as given by him, would have been mainly contemporary." 
So far as is known, Bishop Brut6 never began the actual composition 
of this work. No mention of it is found in Bay ley, Memoirs of Bishop Brut 6 
(New York, 1865), or in Brute de Remur, Vie de Mgr. BrutS de Remur, premier 
SvSque de Vincennes (Rennes, 1887). The Rev. Dr. Charles I. White, the biogra- 
pher of Mother Seton, also proposed to write a history of the Church in this 
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country, and with Col. B. U. Campbell collected a mass of source-material for 
that purpose. Shea says that "he never actually wrote any part of his projected 
work, nothing having been found among his papers except a sketch of his plan." 
Dr. White did contribute to the English translation of Darras' General History 
of the Church (New York, 1865), an Appendix (Vol. v, pp. 599-662) entitled: 
Sketch of the Origin and Progress of the Catholic Church in the United States. 



The first actual contribution to the general ecclesiastical history of the 
United States appeared in the Paris Univers, from the pen of Henry De Courcy 
de la Roche Heron. During De Courcy's sojourn in this country, John Gilmary 
Shea placed at his disposal all the historical material he had gathered up to that 
time, and after the articles ceased in the Univers, Shea translated them and put 
them in book form: History of the Catholic Church in the United States from 
the earliest settlement of the country to the present time, with biographical sketches, 
accounts of the religious orders, councils, etc. New York, 2d edition, 1879. 
"This volume," Shea wrote in 1892, "has been for some thirty years the most 
comprehensive account accessible of the history of the Church in this country." 
De Courcy treated only a limited part of the subject, however, and immediately 
after the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore (1884), the Fathers of the Council 
commissioned Dr. Shea to fulfil his long-cherished desire of writing and publishing 
a complete History of the Catholic Church in the United Sttaes. 



Archbishop Corrigan wrote at the time of Shea's death: "No one could have 
brought to the task a better preparation — unremitting study of a lifetime; greater 
devotion to the cause, or more painstaking attention to accuracy of detail. The 
Church in the United States owes to his memory a deep debt of gratitude. 
Future historians will find in his lifelong researches a mine of wealth, and genera- 
tions to come will rise up and call him blessed." John Gilmary Shea had begun 
his historical publications at the age of fourteen, when in 1838 he contributed 
a striking historical portrait of Cardinal AJbornoz to the Young People's Catho- 
lic Magazine. His first profound study was the Discovery and Exploration of 
the Mississippi Valley, (New York, 1852). This was soon followed by his History 
of the Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United States (1529-1854), 
(New York, 1854); his twenty-six small volumes entitled the Cramoisy Series, 
begun in 1857; and The Hierarchy of the Catholic Church in the United States 
(New York, 1886). The preparation of the History of the Catholic Church in the 
United States can really be said to have begun as far back as 1837, when he 
became a clerk in a Spanish merchant's office in New York City. The first 
volume of his History appeared in 1886, the second in 1888, the third in 1890, 
and the last chapter of the fourth volume was finished on his deathbed in Febru- 
ary, 1892. Shea's History covers the years 1492 down to 1866. He left con- 
siderable material for the years which follow down to his own day, and through 
the generosity and historical-mindedness of the Society of Jesus many of his 
manuscripts and papers were purchased and are now safely housed in the 
Georgetown Archives. 
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One other volume of a general nature which should be mentioned is John 
O'Kane Murray, A Popular History of the Catholic Church in the United States 
(New York, 1876). Of little historical value on account of its many inaccuracies, 
Murray's volume contains excellent appendices on various aspects of Catholic- 
ism in the United States, particularly on the problem of loss and gain in the 
American Church. 



Bishop O'Gorman's History of the Roman Catholic Church in the United 
States (Vol. ix of The American Church Series, Scribner's, New York) first 
appeared in 1895. The fourth edition is dated 1917. As a serviceable 
manual, this volume is praiseworthy in every respect; but its value would 
have been greatly enhanced if it had included the modern apparatus of refer- 
ences and notes which furnish guides to the research worker. 



The Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur published in 1911 a Brief History of the 
Catholic Church in the United States for use in Catholic Schools, compiled chiefly 
from Shea. The Preface gives a hint to the fact that the well-known Catholic 
publisher of Philadelphia, Mr. John Joseph McVey, has in his possession much of 
Shea's original source-material. This little Compendium deserves to be better 
known. It is strengthened by four ecclesiastical maps which will not be found 
elsewhere. 



To the Franciscan Sisters of La Crosse, Wisconsin, we owe two volumes: 
Our Country in Story, intended for use in the fifth and sixth grades of our 
elementary schools (Chicago, 1917), and a History of the United States for Catholic 
Schools (Chicago, 1914), which is especially valuable for the just estimate it gives 
of the Catholic background to American history. 



The foregoing paragraphs are offered as an introduction to the general topic 
of American Catholic historiography. Of special histories of the Church in the 
United States, a more numerous bibliography might be given. Following the 
accepted division of special history — that of time, place, and subject, there is 
already a large library of volumes which would need to be listed under the 
headings : Provincial Histories, the best of which is the History of the Church in 
New England (2 vols., Boston, 1899), by different authors for the different dio- 
ceses; Diocesan Histories, of which we have already published a complete list in 
this Review (Vol. iv, pp. 264-273, 389-393, 542-546); Parochial Histories, the 
best models of which are those of German parishes throughout the country; 
Corporative Histories, namely, of the religious orders and congregations, and of 
Church societies, etc., for which general subject the American Church is still 
waiting the advent of a painstaking Heimbucher; Ecclesiastical Biographies, 
which we have begun to catalogue in the April, 1919, issue of this Review; and 
such other headings as would describe the inner life of the Church in this 
country; Dogmatic Histories; Histories of Apologetical Literature; Histories of 
Worship and of Discipline; Hagiography; Ascetical Histories; Scientific, Liter- 
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ary, Artistic Histories; Histories of Catholic Education; of Catholic Social Ac- 
tion; and Histories of the Relations between Church and State in the United 

States. 



It should be understood, however, that the listing of these volumes does not 
constitute historiography. Fueter, in his Geschichte der neueren Historiographs 
(Munich, 1911), eliminates all Guides, Catalogues, Dictionaries, and Encyclo- 
pedias from the field of historiography. It is not sufficient to know what has 
been done, but how history has fared at the hands of Catholic American scholars. 
What needs to be done, and to be done in one volume, if possible, is to trace out 
in the work of the best historical writers of the Church in America the depend- 
ence, independence, or interdependence of their manner, method and originality; 
to note how far they supplement or control their predecessors; to detect — a very 
necessary procedure in American Church history — all plagiarisms; to approxi- 
mate the sources at their disposal, their use or abuse of critical appraisal of 
these sources; to show how far each historian has proved to be an advance upon 
his predecessor; and how far American Catholic historical study has come 
along the broad highway towards modern scientific and critical scholarship. 



A General History of the Catholic Church in the United States can hardly be 
attempted until all its leading topics be investigated in a scholarly way. Such a 
General History might be built upon the Winsor plan of having one general 
editor with chapters contributed by the best acknowledged writers in each 
locality. But uniformity of design and permanency of historical spirit could 
best be obtained if the whole work were the production of one writer. 



Sly The following are some of the topics which should be discussed beforehand 
by means of articles in this and other Catholic historical magazines : 

1. The Navigatio Brendani. 

2. Missionary activity of the Middle Ages (1200-1500). 

3. America in medieval legends. 

4. The Norse Church in America (1125-1492). 

5. Cartography of the Middle Ages. 

6. Catholic Discoverers and Explorers of the New World. 

7. English Catholic Refugees in America. 

8. The Avalon Expedition. 

9. Crypto-Catholicism in the English Colonies. 

10. The Penal Laws of the Colonies. 

11. The American Martyrology. 

12. The Spanish system of Colonial Church jurisdiction. 
18. Church and State in New France. 

14. No Popery in the English Colonies. 

15. The Religious Clause of the Quebec Act. 

16. American Catholics in foreign schools and colleges (1634-1791). 

17. The Formation and Supply of the Clergy before 1791. 
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18. Catholic travellers in the new United States (1783-1810). 

19. Loss and gain in Colonial Days. 

20. Conciliar Legislation in the United States (1791-1852). 

21. The Church and Immigration (1820-1919). 

22. Catholics in the Wars of 1812, 1848, 1861, 1898. 

23. Catholic nomenclature in the United States. 

24. History of the word Papist in American literature. 

25. Test Oaths in the English Colonies. 

26. Lay organizations in the American Church. 

27. Trusteeism. 

28. Jansenism in the American Church. 

29. The Ludwigsmission Verein. 

30. The Leopoldine Association. 

31. The Propagation of the Faith (of Lyons). 

32. New Hampshire Intolerance. 

33. Ecclesiastical Geography of the United States. 

34. Catholic University Education in Latin America. 

35. Episcopal visits ad limina before 1860. 

36. Foreign Objects of Art sent to Churches in the United States. 

37. Reconstruction of the Church in the South after the Civil War. 

38. Religion in Presidential Campaigns. 

39. Non-Catholic efforts at a Union of Church and State in the United 

States. 

40. The Anti-Catholic Political Movements of the Past. 

41. The Anti-Catholic Press. 

42. The Catholic Attitude towards History. 

43. Catholic Truth and Historical Truth. 

44. Higher Criticism and Catholic History. 

45. The Future of the Church in English-speaking countries. 

These are a few of the topics from the field of special history which have 
not yet been fully treated by American Catholic historical writers. 



Among the recent publications on the University of Louvain, are: Delannoy, 
L 'University de Louvain — Conferinces donnSes au College du France en Fevrier, 
1915 (with sixteen illustrations). Paris, 1915; Moreau, La BibliotJUque de 
I'UniversitS de Louvain 1636-1914. (with an appendix of illustrations of its ruins). 
Louvain, 1918; and T. W. Koch, The University of Louvain and its Library 
(with illustrations of its ruins). London, 1917. 



Have you read The Clash, a Study in Nationalities, by William H. Moore 
(New York, 1919)? The book was first published in September, 1918, and is 
now in its seventh edition. It is the key to a proper knowledge of conditions, 
social and religious, in the Dominion of Canada. 



The first word on what may prove to be a long series of pamphlets on the edu- 
cational crisis which seems to be looming up in the land has been spoken by the 
Bishop of Covington, the Rt. Eev. Ferdinand Brossart, D.D. — Pastoral Letter on 
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the Necessity of Christian Education. The spirit of his message is that of the 
motto on his episcopal coat-of-arms — Sectare Caritatem. 



Hidden behind a little brick church, whose walls have sheltered Catholic 
worshippers since 1792, lies a plot of ground scarcely a dozen feet square, sur- 
rounded by thick, high boxwood. No marble shaft rises to call the traveller's 
attention to this forgotten shrine of the Faith in the New World. No stone has 
been erected in the two centuries that have passed since Father Thomas Hodgson 
was buried there in 1726, to tell the wayfarer that here lie the mortal remains of 
confessors of the Church in days made dark by the anti-Catholic legislation of 
what was once the haven of refuge to all who were oppressed — Maryland, the 
land of sanctuary. No line has been carved to speak of the zeal and of the 
labors of one who ruled the entire Church in the English Colonies — Father John 
Lewis, the predecessor of Bishop Carroll in the same post. Even the occasional 
Philadelphian does not meet here with any bronze tablet to remind him that he 
walks on sacred ground, the last resting place of the founder of the Church in his 
great diocese: Father Joseph Greaton, who was buried here in 1753. Nothing 
but the loving memory of the Catholic Dorseys who occupy the farm at Bohemia 
Manor back of the old Jesuit House is here to keep the fires of tradition burning 
on this altar of early Catholic piety and devotion. No word has been left behind 
for the passer-by to recall the fact that this place is also sacred in the annals of 
Catholic education. For miles around on all sides, the visitor can see stretching 
off to the horizon, fine farms which were purchased in the early years of the 
eighteenth century by those who founded the Mission of Bohemia Manor. 



We motored over from Middletown, Delaware, the guests of the present 
pastor of Middletown, of which Bohemia is now a mission, the Rev. Charles A. 
Crowley. Before setting out, Father Crowley showed us the Registers of the old 
Mission. The Register of Marriages was opened by Father Molyneux of Phila- 
delphia fame on July 4, 1790, and this same Register is used today by Father 
Crowley. The Register of Burials is equally old. On the inside front cover 
is a letter from Father E. J. Devitt, S.J., to Father Daniel F. Haugh, S.J., who 
was the resident Jesuit at Bohemia : 

Georgetown, January 12, 1895. 
Dear Father Haugh, 

P. C. In relation to the Chateaux, think that it might interest you to 
know of the Fathers buried at Bohemia. I send these notes taken from some 
papers that I have. They are Fr. Joseph Greaton, at Bohemia, from 1749 to 
1753, when he died there. He was the Founder of St. Joseph's, Philadelphia: 
an Englishman, born at Ilfracombe. And Fr. Matthias Manners, a German, 
whose real name was Sittensperger, and in regard to whom Riley's book on 
Conewago gives information. He went to Bohemia in 1771. These two 
certainly were buried at your place. Besides, I have another old Catalogus, 
which says of Fr. Thomas Pulton, who was for a time there, under date of 1747: 
obiit 23 Jan. at Newtown. (Fr. Neale says Bohemia, as also Fr. Hunter.) 
Fr. John Lewis, who succeeded FF. Greaton and Manners, and who was 
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Superior of the whole Mission at the time of the suppression, is also reported 
as buried there. 

Yours in Domino, 

(Signed) E. I. Devitt. S.J. 



In the Burial Register, we found a letter which had escaped the pastor's notice, 
from Father Thomas Hughes, S.J., the historian of the Jesuits in the United 
States : 

St. Francis Xavier Coll., 
30 W. 16<ft St., New York. 
October 9, 1899. 
Ret. Dear Father, 

I had expected to have the pleasure of writing to your Reverence from 
Georgetown before this; &, while repeating my acknowledgements for the 
extreme kindness with which you received us the other day, also to send you a 
note of the old Fathers, who had departed this life at Bohemia — all of whom, 
I take it, are buried there. I send you forthwith a little excerpt from some 
very old & authentic documents here: 
Hodgson, or ( Thomas, Father; obiit Bohemiae, 
Hudson, (Dec. 14 or 18; Aet. 44, 1726; 
Sittensperger, f Matthias, Father; obiit 
or Manners, \Bohemiae, June 15, 1775. 

Lewis, Joannes, Father Super.; obiit Bohemiae; Mar. 24, 1788; Aet. 67. 
Two of these are mentioned, Frs. Greaton & Manners, in the letter of Fr. 
Devitt's inserted under the cover of your Register of Burials. Two others, 
Fr. Lewis & Pulton, are mentioned dubiously. Fr. Hodgson is not named by 
him. 

Besides, you have in that same Register the entries: 
1798, Bohemia, Aug. 21; the Revd. Stephen Faure; aet. 37 circiter. 
1806, March 21; Revd. Charles Whelan, O.S.F.; aet. 65. 
1819, August 1, Revd. Michel Jas. Cousinne, S.J., died "yesterday;" aet. 

52 (Novitius). 
There too is given the description of how the first, P, Faure, was laid; & the 
other two were placed aside of him. — I trust you will find this little notice 
satisfactory; & believe me, In Corde JESU, 

Yours devotedly, 

(Signed) Thos. Hughes, S.J. 
The Rev. Jno. E. Daly, 

Bohemia, Warwick, Md. 



The Baptismal Register, well-described by Father Devitt, S J., in his admir- 
able article Bohemia: Mission of St. Francis Xavier, Cecil County, Maryland 
(Records of the Amer. Cath. Hist. Society, Vol. xxiii [June, 1913], pp. 97-139.) 
contains entries dating back to 1750. 



These three Registers are among the incunabula of the Church in this coun- 
try. They are hardly likely to hold together much longer, and they should be 
housed in the Georgetown Archives. 
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Father Devitt gives (I.e., ut supra, p. 135) the names of the priests buried 
at Bohemia as follows. 

Priests Buried at Bohemia 

Date and Country Date of 

of Birth Death 

Thomas Hodgson (Hudson), S.J.. . 1682, England 18 Dec, 1726 

Thomas Poulton (Pulton), S.J 1697, England 23 Jan., 1749 

Joseph Greaton, S.J 1679, England 19 Aug., 1753 

Matthias Manners (Sittensperger), 

S.J 1719, Germany 15 June, 1775 

John Lewis, S.J 21 Oct., 1721, England 24 March, 1788 

Stephen Faure 1761, France 21 Aug., 1798 

Charles Whelan, O.S.F 1741, Ireland 21 Mar., 1806 

Michael J. Cousinne, S.J 1 Nov., 1767, Belgium 31 July, 1819 

Peter Epinette, S.J 24 Sept., 1760, France 8 Jan., 1832 

John Baptist Cary, S.J 16 July, 1772, France 20 May, 1843 



There is no unfairness in bringing to the notice of our readers the fact that 
we have all been guilty of neglect towards the memory of these gallant soldiers 
of the Cross. It is easily understood how even Philadelphia Catholics, whose 
generosity to all higher things is known the world over, should have forgotten 
Father Greaton, S.J., to whom they owe the beginning of the Faith in their dio- 
cese; but it is hard to understand how Father John Lewis, S.J., should be 
neglected by the entire Catholic Church of the United States, of which 
he was once the juridic chief. 



In 1898, the Mission at Bohemia was transferred to the Bishop of Wilmington, 
but the church and now deserted house stand as they did for so many years in 
the center of wide acres, still in the possession of the Society of Jesus, whose 
members purchased these lands in the early years of the eighteenth century. 



An interesting article appeared in the Catholic Standard, of Philadelphia, for 
February 11, 1888, entitled: Our First College: Bohemia. It was here that 
Father Thomas Pulton opened Bohemia Academy in 1745 or 1746. Here John 
Carroll, Daniel Carroll, Edward Neale, Robert Brent, Bennett Neale, Archibald 
Richard, and James Heath went to school. "Jackey Carroll," as his name 
appears in an old account book, became first Bishop of Baltimore forty years 
later. Bohemia Academy is usually spoken of as the forerunner of Georgetown 
College. 

Noteworthy articles in the current Reviews: Spanish Friars in the Oregon 
Country, 1810-1811, by W. D. Robinson in the Washington Historical Quarterly, 
for April, 1919; Mother Mary Patricia Waldron, by H. J. Heuser, in the Records 
of the Amer. Cath. Hist. Society, for March, 1919; a Legend of the Dying Girard, 
in the same periodical, by H. T. Henry; Religious Forces in the United States, by 
Martha L. Edwards, Mississippi Valley Hist. Review, for March, 1919. 



